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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH: PRESS REACTION 
REF: NEW DELHI 15539 

SUMMARY: DELHI PRESS NOVEMBER 24 REPORTS PRESIDENT FORD 
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PROMISING NEW BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR "ALL HELP." PRAVDA'S 
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NOVEMBER 23 ARTICLE WARNING OF EXTREMISTS IN 
BANGLADESH IS GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE. THE ONLY DELHI PAPER TO EDI- 
TORIALIZE ON BANGLADESH NOVEMBER 24 IS THE CPI'S DAILY "PATRIOT." 
THE SITUATION THERE COULD BE CONSTRUED AS INTERNAL, THE PAPER 
ARGUES, IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE LIKELIHOOD OF FOREIGN INTER- 
FERENCE. THE INDIAN PEOPLE ARE SAID TO WONDER WHETHER 
FOREIGN INSPIRED (I.E. US) DESTABILIZATION OPERATIONS IN 
BANGLADESH ARE NOT INTENDED TO SPILL OVER INTO INDIA. 

THE NOVEMBER 23 PRESS WIDELY REPORTS A REUTER S STORY 
OF NEW CRISIS WITHIN THE BANGLADESH ARMED FORCES. TWO 
CALCUTTA PAPERZ NOVEMBER 21 REPORT THAT AN ANTI-INDIAN 
CAMPAIGN IS BEING WAGED IN BANGLADESH. A GOWB SOURCE, 

THE PAPERS REPORT, ATTRIBUTES THE CAMPAIGN TO THE GOB. 

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THAT GOWB 
SOURCE HAS BRIEFED THE PRESS ON THIS SUBJECT OR SO SQUARELY 
BLAMED THE GOV FOR ANTI-INDIAN ACTIVITIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRESIDENT FORD'S STATEMENTS TO THE NEW BANGLADESH 
AMBASSADOR NOVEMBER 21 AT THE PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 
CEREMONY RECEIVED FRONT PAGE COVERAGE IN FOUR OF THE SIX 
NEW DELHI MORNING PAPERS NOVEMBER 24. 'TIMES OF INDIA" 

TITLES STORY: "FORD ASSURES ALL HELP TO BANGLADESH," 

WHILE CPI'S DAILY "PATRIOT" HEADLINES: "US PLEDGES ALL 
HELP TO DACCA." PRESS NOVEMBER 24 ALSO GIVES CONSIDERABLE 
PLAY T NOVEMBER 23 PRAVDA ARTICLE HEADLINED:: "ALARMING 
SITUATION IN BANGLADESH." PRAVDA REPORTEDLY EXPRESSES 
CONCERN FOR EFFORTS OF RIGHT AND LEFT WING EXTREMISTS TO 
CREATE AN "ATMOSPHERE OF TERROR. VICTIMIZATION OF GENUINELY 
DEMOCRATIC FIGURES AND ORGANIZATIONS IN BANGLADESH." 

2. "PATRIOT" IS THE ONLY CAPITAL PAPER TO EDITORIALIZE 
ON BANGLADESH NOVEMBER 24. NO ONE, ACCORDING TO THE 
DAILY, EVEN IN BANGLADESH KNOWS WHAT ISHAPPENING WITHIN 
"THE SO-CALLED ARMED FORCES’ OF THAT COUNTRY. BY ALL 
ACCOUNTS THERE HAVE BEEN MANY KILLINGS AND COLD-BLOODED 
BURTHERY IS CONTINUING." THE POLITICAL VACUUM CREATED 

BY THE ASSASSINATION OF MUJIB AND "HUNDREDS OF OTHER 
LEADERS" SHOWS NO SIGNS OF BEING FILLED. "PATRIOT" 

STATES THAT THE CONFUSION IN BANGLADESH COULD BE DIS- 
MISSED AS A PURELY INTERNAL MATTER. "IF THERE WERE NO 
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ANXIETY THAT CERTAIN FOREIGN POWERS ARE ALREADY INTERFERING 
AND MAY INCREASE THEIR INTEREST IN THE TRAGIC SITUATION." 
REFERRING TO SECRETARY KISSINGER AS "THE GREAT DESTABILIZER," 
"PATRIOT" COMMENTS THAT WITH THE MEMORY OF CHILE FRESH IN 
MIND "THE PEOPLE OF INDIA CANNOT BUT WONDER WHETHER DE- 
STABILIZATION OPERATIONS ARE NOT ALREADY IN TRAIN AND ARE 
NOT INTENDED TO FLOW ACROSS THE FRONTIERS OF BANGLADESH." 

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES WITH A WARNING THAT "SPILL OVER 
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OF CONFUSION FROM BANGLADESH" INTO INDIA SHOULD BE 
PREVENTED. 

3. THE NOVEMBER 23 DELHI PRESS FEATURES A NOVEMBER 22 
REUTER'S STORY THAT BANGLADESH FACES A NEW CRISIS FROM 
A THREATENED REVOLT IN THE ARMED FORCES. TANKS ARE IN 
PLACE IN DACCA AND A NEW CURFEW IS REPORTED IN EFFECT. 

4. CALCUTTA'S MASS CIRCULATION BENGALI LANGUAGE ANANDA 
BAZAR PATRIKA (NON-PARTY BUT CONSERVATIVE) IN FRONT PAGE 
STORY NOVEMBER 21 BY A STAFF REPORTER SAYS ANTI-INDIAN 
FEELING IN BANGLADESH IS BECOMING EVIDENT ALL AROUND. 

STORY SAYS ANTI-INDIAN POSTERS WITH SLOGANS HAVE 
APPEARED IN DACCA, MYMENSINGH, RANGPUR, BOGRA, 

JESSORE, PABNA, AND OTHER LARGE TOWNS. PAPER SAYS A 

GOWB SOURCE SAID ON NOVEMBER 20 THAT ALTHOUGH THE POSTERS 
ARE ANTI INDIAN THEY DO OT INCITE TO COMMUNAL VIOLENCE. 

GOWB SOURCE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
INDIA RESULTS FROM THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE CURRENT 
BANGLADESH RULING GROUP. 

5. CPM DAILY WTYJUG NOVEMBER 21 ALSO CARRIES STORY REPORTING 
ANTI-INDIAN PROPAGANDA IN DACCA IS WIDESPRESD. PAPER SAYS 
"ANTI-INDIAN CAMAIGN HAS NOW BEEN STEPPED UP IN A 

PLANNED WAY, THROGH POSTERS, HANDBILLS AND OTHER MEDIA" 
BOTH IN DACCA AND THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. SATYJUG 
REPORTS THAT GOWB SOURCE SAID THAT ANTI-INDIAN CAMPAIGN 
STARTED ON NOVEMBER 7, DAY GENERAL KHALED MOSHARREF 
WAS KILLED AND ZIA RAHMAN SEIZED POWER, INDIAN AIRLINES 
OFFICE IN DACCA WAS ATTACKED, AND DEON STRATION OCCURRED 
IN FRONT OF INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION. PAPER SAYS GOWB 
SOURCE SAID THIS ANTI-INDIAN CAMPAIGN WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE 
OF SUPPORT FROM BANGLADESH RULING CLIQUE. 
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6. COMMENT: EVIDENTLY THE GOWB SOURCE CITED IN THE 
ANANDA AND SATYJUG REPORTS IS ONE AND THE SAME. CENSOR 
HAS UP TO NOW PASSED VERY LITTLE ON ANTI-INDIAN OUTBURSTS 
IN BANGLADESH. MOREOVER THIS IS THE FIRST TIME, 

TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, THAT A GOWB SOURCE HAS BRIEFED 
THE PRESS ON THIS SUBJECT OR THAT RESPONBILITY FOR 
ANTI-INDIAN ACTIVITIES HAS BEEN LAID SO SQUARELY AT THE 
DOORSTEP OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH. WHILE ONLY 
ANANDA AND SATYJUG CARRY THIS STORY, IT MAY BE A 
HARBINGER OF MORE TO COME IN DAYS AHEAD. 

SAXBE 
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